
 

       THE MESSENGER 

 TUESDAY, APRIL 17th 

VISITING SCHOLAR ELAN EZRACHI 

The Story of Jerusalem After 1967  

 Refreshments 12:30 pm  -  Speaker 1:00 pm 

PAGE 8 

  

WEDNESDAY, APRIL 25TH 

VISITING SCHOLAR EDITH SOBEL 

ñA Trio con Brioò 

A CSI Scholar Fund, Sisterhood, and ORT event 

 Refreshments 12:30 pm  -  Speaker 1:00 pm 
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          NEW DATE* TUESDAY, MAY 8TH 

JEWISH AMERICAN COMPOSERS 

FEATURING LOIS BRUNO & COMPANY 

A CSI Scholar Fund, Sisterhood, and ORT event 

 Refreshments 12:30 pm  -  Speaker 1:00 pm 
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CSI SCHOLAR FUND EVENTS 

THIS SPRING AT THE JCC OF FORT LEE 



 

ñOfferings of the Heartò 

  

The names of our  

Torah Members  

are inscribed on the 

 sculpture in our  

Community Room. 

 ETERNAL  L IGHT  M EMBERS  

These members provide financial assistance and synagogue membership for families who are enduring  

financial hardship, as well as a full religious education for their children. 

CHAI  M EMBERS  

These members provide financial assistance and membership for  

families who are enduring financial hardship. 

Our Torah Members 
These generous individuals have voluntarily chosen to support our Synagogue at a higher level of dues  

than is required, in order to help other Jews who are less fortunate and in need of assistance. 

Anonymous  

David Korn 

Stephen & Merilee Obstbaum 

Joseph & Tikva Ofeck 

  

Joni Rosen 

Steven Schwalbe &  

Annmarie Krim 

Myrna Weissman 

  

Gertrud Buchler 

Martin & Rochelle Carus 

Lior & Andrea Elrom 

Harvey & Barbara Fishman 

Regina Friedman 

Allan Ginsburg 

Jerome Goldfischer & Lila Mordoh 

Seymour & Nancy Green 

  

Arnold & Alice Grodman 

Renee Gruenspecht 

Yakov & Vera Kishinevsky 

Daniel Kraut & Eve Kohut 

Bruce Lager AòH 

Joseph Lempel 

Irwin & Karen Meyers 

  

Ann Oster 

Ann Rosenberg 

Seligman & Phyllis Rosenberg 

Sheila Scherl 

Michael & Sally Seymour 

Norm & Florence Silverberg 

Barry & Barbara Sussman 

Mordechai & Suzanne Warshavsky 
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2016    Presidentõs Council    2017 

                                                     GUARDIAN LEADERS   Gifts of $25,000 or more 

* 

 

Herb & Reggie Feuerstein 

 

 Congregation Sons of Israel 

 

Steven & Suzette Kolitch * 

The Presidentôs Council was established to recognize and honor our ñLeadership Donorsò  

who contribute $1,250 or more to our Kol Nidre Annual Fund.  

These generous individuals are the ñFinancial Guardiansò of our synagogue.  

                                                      BENEFACTORS   Gifts of $5,000 - $9,999 

* 

 

Allan Ginsburg   Sisterhood  

 

                                                      PATRONS   Gifts of $2,500 - $4,999 

 

 

Anonymous (2) 

Irwin & Marjorie Berger 

 

 

* 

 

 

Seymour Blechman 

Alvin & Nili Cohen 

David Korn 

Stephen & Merilee Obstbaum 

Loren & Lori Wasserman 

 

 

 

                                                      BUILDERS   Gifts of $1,750 - $2,499 

 

 

Anonymous (1) 

Martin & Rochelle Carus 

Alice & Arnold Grodman 

Ren®e Gruenspecht 

 

* 

 

Joseph Hyman 

Marvin & Shirley Kochansky 

Bruce Lager AòH 

Joseph & Tikva Ofeck 

Joni Rosen  

Sheila Scherl 

Steven Schwalbe & Annemarie Krim 

William Tobenkin AòH 

* 

 

* 

                                                      SUSTAINERS   Gifts of $1,250 - $1,749 

 

 
 

 

* 

 

 

 

 

Anonymous (3) 

Mark & Audrey Altschul 

Naomi Altschul 

Milton & Doryne Davis 

Ira & Anna Erlichman 

Regina Friedman 

Jerry Goldfischer & Lilah Mordoh 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

* 

* 

 

 

Jeffery & Beth Kaplan 

Ruth Korn 

Joseph Lempel 

Jerome & Barbara Margolin 

Irwin & Karen Meyers 

Ann Oster 

Terry Plawker 

Leo & Mary Rettig 

 

 

 

Richard & Nancy Schiff 

Ivan & Elaine Shore 

Laurie Singer 

Heidi Skolnik  

Gregory & Nancy Vorbach 

Mordechai & Suzanne Warshavsky 

Ellen Yuder 

 

* 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                      FOUNDERS   Gifts of $10,000 - $17,999 

   Estate of Ken Feldman  
 

 Anonymous    Gary & Lisa Maier * 

                                                     CHAI-FOUNDERS   Gifts of $18,000 - $24,999 

(* Indicates a Charter Member since 1995)  



It has been a very hectic two months 

for me. It seems that Iôve had 

something of major significance 

going on every other week, and that 

the intervening ñoff-weekò has not 

given me nearly enough time to get 

my work done. 

 

Still, somehow I managed to pack  in everything I needed 

for the weeks that Iôve been away, to lose only one 

insignificant item, to generate a Shab Sha! each week, to 

write my sermons, and even to pay my taxes! As of this 

writing it remains to be seen whether Iôll be ready for 

Passover. 

 

The highlight of these last two months has to be 

officiating at Zachôs and Rinatôs wedding, an event that I 

looked forward to with tremendous anticipation and a 

sense of privilege, even as I was terrified.  

 

Terrified! Would the bride and groom be pleased with 

the ceremony? Would my natural inclination toward 

sarcasm and cynicism be too much? Would I go 

overboard? Would my family and/or our newly acquired 

relatives disown me, right there, under the chuppah? 

Would the effort that I put into the ceremony (not unlike 

preparing high holiday sermons) bear fruit? In short, 

there was a lot riding on this and on me. 

 

A few days after the ceremony I watched the season 

finale of ñThis Is Usò on DVR. There were all the 

Pearsons enjoying themselves in being ñin the momentò, 

as they witnessed Kate and Toby getting married.  I 

realized that I didnôt exactly have that kind of 

experience; I was too anxious and had too much to do to 

be ñin the moment.ò What had I done to myself? What 

had I missed out on and deprived myself of, by 

officiating at the wedding instead of just taking it all in? 

  

But I also realized that had I sat this wedding out, I 

would have felt that I was missing something. How could 

I stand there and let someone else perform the wedding 

ceremony for my kids? I canôt imagine the frustration I 

would have experienced. 

 

I am blessed that my kids trusted me enough, despite 

whatever misgivings and trepidations they may have had, 

to perform their ceremony.  I am blessed with my kids, 

POST-WEDDING RUMINATIONS 

period! (okay, exclamation mark). And the only time I 

cracked emotionally during the ceremony was when I 

asked Godôs blessings on them. 

 

Here is the essence of what I said to them under the 

chuppah (minus the jokes and the teasing): 

The Hebrew word for wedding is Nisuin. Its three 

letter root, nun, sin, alef connotes three distinct 

meanings, each of which has a bearing on some aspect 

of marriage. 

 

 NaSA means to carry or to bearïit implies 

responsibilityïresponsibility to and for each other. 

That sense of responsibility is concretized in the 

mutual obligations outlined in the traditional and 

egalitarian ketubot that they commissioned. 

 

NaSA also means to lift up or to elevate. Marriage is 

the institution par excellence for nurturing spiritual 

growth and attaining heights that one cannot achieve 

on oneôs own. Marriage defies mathematical 

principles: the whole that a couple creates is greater 

than the sum of the individual parts. 

 

Finally, NaSA means to forgive (as we say so often on 

the high holidays, God is NoSAy avon vaôfeshað

forgiving of sin and trespass). It is inevitable that 

misunderstandings ï or worse ï will occur between a 

couple. The ability to suck it up and apologize on the 

one hand, and to be generous and forgiving on the 

other, it is absolutely essential.  

 

And it just may be that because of this final meaning 

of the Hebrew root word NaSA, there are so many 

associations between oneôs wedding day and Yom 

Kippur: one fasts, one recites the Vidui immediately 

before the ceremonyïthe high holy day confessional, 

and one wears white: not just the bride, but 

traditionally the groom also dons a white kittel. 

 

The three-fold meanings of NaSA conjures the 

rabbinic ideal, the Chut haôMôshulash, a braided cord 

composed of three individual ropes, whose bonds are 

so strong that they cannot be broken. 

 



Yom Hashoah to be observed on the last day of Passover 

Yizkor on Pesach is five days before Yom Hashoah; this year Yizkor falls on  Saturday, April 7th.  

During our services - just before we rise for our Yizkor prayers, we will hear from  

Mark Schonwetter, who survived the war with his mother and sister in the Polish countryside. 

 

Mark's message to us is especially important this year as we try to understand the ramifications of the 

new Polish laws making it a crime to associate Poles and Poland with the Holocaust, and the role that 

Polish Christians played in protecting Jews, turning them in, and actively participating in acts of  

vandalism and destruction, bodily harm and murder.  

 

Mark Schonwetter feels blessed to have had a lifetime. As a young Jewish boy in 

Poland during World War II, he spent the war years in hiding with his mother 

and sister in the Polish countryside. When the war ended, the family stayed in 

Poland until 1957, when they emigrated to Israel. Due to a lack of job opportu-

nities, Mark decided to move to the U.S. in 1961, with the backing of his moth-

er's relatives here, and only five dollars to his name. Unable to speak English, he 

nonetheless obtained work at a jewelry factory, where he swept floors under the 

supervision of a man who spoke Yiddish. He soon learned English and rose 

through the ranks in five years to become the factory manager, and within five more years had the op-

portunity to purchase another jewelry company, Lieberfarb, which he turned into a successful wedding 

ring and bridal company, and owned and ran for over forty years. He took the American Dream to 

heart and built a life in his adopted country. 

5778   Passover  2018 
Intermediate days / Hol haMoôed 

Monday - Thursday 

April 2nd - 5th      7:00 am & 7:45 pm 

  

Concluding days: 

Friday, April 6th         9:00 am   Minchah at 1:00pm, following Kiddush 

        7:00 pm  Maôariv for Shabbat and the 8th night 
 

Saturday, April 7th    9:00 am  (including Yizkor and a guest speaker) 
      

         Mr. Mark Schonwetter, In observance of Yom Hashoah, 

         a survivor who was hidden in Poland by several courageous  

         non-Jews, will share his experiences. 
 

      Minchah at 1:00 pm, following Kiddush 

    8:30 pm  Maôariv & Havdalah for conclusion of the holiday 

 
 Please wait until 9:00 pm for the Rabbi to transact the return  

of any Hametz that you may have ñsoldò through him. 





CELEBRATING ISRAEL AND ITS MUSIC AT 70 

155 nations. Israel has been a sacred place of devotion to 

Jews for three millennia, to Christians for two millennia, 

and to Muslims for more than one millennium.  

 

On the day of its special birthday, I have no doubt that 

one of the most popular songs ever written about our 

beloved Israel, will be heard all over the world. Itôs 

called ñAm Yisrael Chaiò- the people of Israel Live! This 

song gained recognition and popularity many years ago 

through the annual Chassidic song 

festival. This song is identifiable with the 

movement in the 1960s and the 1970s to 

get the Russian Jews out of Russia and to 

emigrate to Israel and America.  

 

Another important song to come out of 

Israel is taken from the last sentence of 

the ñKaddishò that you all know and sing 

with such fervor; ñOseh Shalom,ò by 

Israelôs own Nurit Hirsch. She wrote this 

after the six day war in 1967.  

 

As we celebrate Yom Haôatzmaut at 70 in May, letôs 

hope that this prayer for peace will be answered: ñAm 

Yisrael Chaiò - The people of Israel live! Happy Birthday 

Israel at 70!!  

David BenïGurion, Israelôs first 

Prime minister, declared the nationôs 

independence on the 5th day of the 

Hebrew month of Iyar 5708, according 

to the Jewish calendar (corresponding to 

May 14,1948). Israel will celebrate its 

70th independence day , Yom 

Haôatzmaut this year on Thursday, May 19th.  

 

I am sure that so many wonderful 

celebrations  for this honor are being 

planned. As we celebrate this important 

milestone, we owe it to our children and 

grandchildren to talk about the 

importance of a Jewish state. We must 

acknowledge that it is our duty and a 

ñMitzvahò to never turn our backs on a 

nation that is so central to our Jewish 

identity.  

 

Medinat Yisrael (The State of Israel) is 

what 6.5 million Jews and two million people of other 

faiths and ethnicities call home. Itôs where they go to 

work, attend school, fall in love, sing songs, and laugh and 

cry. Itôs the only real democratic country in the Middle 

East. How would you like to visualize the true and 

authentic Israelis living in their own land? Consider this: 

The 2017 world happiness report ranked Israel 11th out of 

  

)áßÈÌÕÑ 5ÐÈÉÉÈâ $ÑØØÌß ƴ .äáÑÊÈÕ 5ÌßçÑÊÌ 
 

&ßÑËÈë  !ÛßÑÕ âÐ   
 

 $ÑØØÌß ÛÖ - .äáÑÊÈÕ +ÈÉÉÈÕÈâ 5ÐÈÉÉÈâ 5ÌßçÑÊÌ ÛÖ  
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RESERVATIONS REQUIRED by April 18th. Call 201-947-1735  

 

Members:  Adults: $20 Non-Members:  Adults: $22  Children (12 & under): No Charge  

 




