
       THE MESSENGER 

Congregational Dinner & Musical Service 
  

Friday, March 9th 2018  
 

Dinner 6:00pm - Musical Kabbalat Shabbat Service 7:00pm  
Oneg follows service 

 

  
  
  

Everyone is welcome to attend the service.  
 

Reservations for the dinner are a must! 
 
 
 

RESERVATIONS REQUIRED by March 7th. Call 201-947-1735   

 
 Members:  Adults: $18  Children (12 & under): No Charge  

Non-Members: Adults: $20 Children (12 & under): No Charge  

Passover Service Schedule page 6  

Passover Guidelines  page 14 – 15 

Sale of Hametz Form page 17 



 

“Offerings of the Heart” 

  

The names of our  

Torah Members  

are inscribed on the 

 sculpture in our  

Community Room. 

 ETERNAL LIGHT MEMBERS 

These members provide financial assistance and synagogue membership for families who are enduring  

financial hardship, as well as a full religious education for their children. 

CHAI MEMBERS 

These members provide financial assistance and membership for  

families who are enduring financial hardship. 

Our Torah Members 
These generous individuals have voluntarily chosen to support our Synagogue at a higher level of dues  

than is required, in order to help other Jews who are less fortunate and in need of assistance. 
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The President’s Council was established to recognize and honor our “Leadership Donors”  
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There are two American Jews who 

made aliyah to Israel and almost 

always have something interesting, 

thought-provoking and stimulating to 

say. One of them is my good friend 

Rabbi Daniel Gordis, PhD and the 

other is Yossi Klein Halevi.  Klein 

Halevi has a really fascinating and 

varied background (check them both 

out on Wikipedia). After parting company with Meir 

Kahane he began to explore the many facets of Judaism as 

well as other faith traditions, and he is now a fellow of the 

Shalom Hartman Institute and regularly attends a Masorti 

Synagogue with his family. 

The article below describes his insights into the “connects” 

and “disconnects” between American Jews and Israelis 

and beautifully ties them into the themes of Purim, which 

has just passed, and Passover, which begins at the end of 

this month. For me, with the AIPAC Policy Conference on 

March 4-6, this is a wonderful reminder that the over-

arching goal is for us to come together as one community, 

both here in the United States and in partnership with 

Israel. 

I urge you to read it, re-read it, and share it. It’s worth 

contemplating especially on Pesach—maybe even for 

discussion during your Seder. And please, let me know what 

you think!  kas 

The Anxieties of American Jews 

By YOSSI KLEIN HALEVI 

A starting point of a healthy American Jewish conversation 

on Israel would be acknowledging the agony of our 

dilemma. 

As I travel through North American Jewish communities, 

on a lecture tour about Israeli society in the aftermath of the 

election, I sometimes feel as though I am in a time warp. 

Visiting an Orthodox community, I may find myself back 

in the 1970s and 1980s, before the first intifada convinced a 

majority of Israelis that the occupation is a mortal threat to 

the Jewish state; instead, right-wing American Jews will 

insist, Israel must continue building settlements and 

creating facts on the ground. 

And when I visit a liberal community, I may find myself 

back in the 1990s, before the second intifada convinced that 

same majority of Israelis that a one-way peace process is 

likewise a mortal threat to the Jewish state; instead, left-

wing American Jews will insist, a peace agreement is 

always within reach and just a matter of Israeli will. 

PURIM JEWS AND PASSOVER 
And so I try to explain that most Israelis have 

internalized the Left-Right divide and agree with the 

Left’s anxiety over the occupation and with the Right’s 

anxiety over a delusional peace. 

For most Israelis, I note, a Palestinian state is an 

existential necessity that would save us from the 

demographic threat to Israel as a Jewish and democratic 

state – and also an existential threat that could turn 

greater Tel Aviv into the next Sderot, the Israeli town 

near Gaza that has absorbed thousands of rocket attacks 

in the past decade. 

Most polls confirm the centrist persona of the Israeli 

majority. Asked whether they support a two-state 

solution, upwards of 70 percent of Israelis respond 

affirmatively. Asked whether a two-state solution would 

bring peace, upwards of 80 percent say no. In other 

words: Israelis want to be doves, but reality forces them 

to be hawks. 

The rise of Yair Lapid and his Yesh Atid party some 

years ago, is only the latest example of the longing of 

many Israelis for a centrist politics that embodies the 

realism of the Left about the occupation and of the Right 

about the peace process. 

What most depresses me is that this insight – by now 

commonplace in Israeli discourse – comes as a 

revelation to many American Jews. The two most 

important Jewish communities in the world aren’t 

communicating. 

Occasionally I am asked: Why aren’t Israelis debating 

the collapse of the peace process? My response is: Most 

of us have already resolved the issue. If there were a 

credible partner able to contain Hamas and address our 

red-line issues, like the right of return, we would make 

the necessary territorial concessions. In the absence of a 

credible peace partner, we’re moving on with our lives. 

American Jews today are divided over two anxieties 

relating to Israel’s future. Like Israelis, many American 

Jews are keenly aware of the external dangers facing the 

Jewish state. In a Middle East that is imploding and 

turning increasingly fundamentalist and more and more 

chaotic, and with Iran on the nuclear threshold, violating 

other UN resolutions, and its adventurism in Syria and 

Yemen, there is a whiff of May 1967, the anxious weeks 

before the Six Day War, when threat pressed against 

Israel’s borders and war seemed imminent. 

For many liberal American Jews, though, the focus of 

their Israel anxiety is on internal issues: the fraying of 

democracy, the seemingly irreversible occupation, the 



And so a starting point of a healthy American Jewish 

conversation on Israel would be acknowledging the 

agony of our dilemma. 

Imagine an Orthodox rabbi, a supporter of the settlers 

in Hebron, delivering this sermon to his congregation: 

My friends, our community has sinned against Israel. 

For all our devotion to the Jewish state and our concern 

for its survival, we have failed to acknowledge the 

consequences to Israel’s soul of occupying another 

people against its will. 

Now imagine a liberal rabbi, a supporter of J Street, 

telling his congregation: My friends, our community 

has sinned against Israel. For all our devotion to the 

Jewish state and our concern for its democratic values, 

we have failed to acknowledge the urgency of 

existential threat once again facing our people. 

When American Jews internalize or at least 

acknowledge one another’s anxieties, the shrillness of 

much of American Jewish debate over Israel will give 

way to a more nuanced conversation. 

The good news is that parts of the US Jewish 

community have begun that process. 

Jews from Left and Right are quietly meeting across 

the country, trying to nurture a civil conversation on 

Israel. 

But civility is only the starting point. The goal is to 

create multidimensional Jews, capable of holding more 

than one insight about Israeli reality. It is to translate 

the centrist Israeli ambivalence into American Jewish 

discourse. 

receding promise of peace—and now governmental 

corruption, extending to the office of a sitting Prime 

Minister.  

A healthy people knows how to set its priorities of 

anxiety. It knows how to focus first on the imminent 

threat. Yet a healthy people also knows that it cannot 

afford to allow even immediate threats to serve as 

pretext for denying long-term dangers. Jewish history 

speaks to our generation in the voice of two biblical 

commands to remember. The first voice commands us to 

remember that we were strangers in the land of Egypt, 

and the message of that command is: Don’t be brutal. 

The second voice commands us to remember how the 

tribe of Amalek attacked us without provocation while 

we were wandering in the desert, and the message of that 

command is: Don’t be naive. 

The first command is the voice of Passover, of 

liberation; the second is the voice of Purim, 

commemorating our victory over the genocidal threat of 

Haman, a descendant of Amalek. 

“Passover Jews” are motivated by empathy with the 

oppressed; “Purim Jews” are motivated by alertness to 

threat. Both are essential; one without the other creates 

an unbalanced Jewish personality, a distortion of Jewish 

history and values. 

One reason the Palestinian issue is so wrenching for 

Jews is that it is the point on which the two commands 

of our history converge: The stranger in our midst is 

represented by a national movement that wants to usurp 

us. 

ONCE-A-MONTH 
 

We were frozen out of January’s once-a-month, which was supposed to be the first in an ongoing series. And 

then on February 24th, I gave those at services a choice between the scheduled once-a-month and Jewish burial 

practices (based on Moses’ Yahrzeit, the day before, God burying Moses). It was a tie vote, and I broke the tie.  
 

So, I will try again on Shabbat morning, March 24, when I promise I will talk about and show the proper way to:  
  

 Have an Aliyah 

 Carry the Torah 

 Do Hagbahah (lift the Torah) 

 Do Gelilah (wrap the Torah) 

  

I am also soliciting suggestions for topics for subsequent months; I’d love to hear from you!  

(And I guess I’ll also take suggestions for sermon topics, but don’t be surprised if  I turn the tables on you, and 

ask you to make the presentation!) 



Submit by March 21            Ma’ot Hittim/Sale of Hametz forms (page 17)  
 

Thursday night, March 29th  Search for Hametz  
 

Friday, March 30th  

       7:00am  Fast/Feast of the Firstborn 

10:45am  Last “opportunity” to eat Hametz 

11:50am     Burn Hametz (if not earlier) 
 

If at all possible, the Seder should begin after dark on each night. 

We begin Counting the Omer at the Seder on the Second Night. 
 

First days: 

Saturday, March 31st     9:00am Minchah at 1:00pm, following Kiddush 
 

Sunday, April 1st      9:00am   Minchah at 1:00pm, following Kiddush 

   8:30pm  Ma’ariv 
 

Intermediate days / Hol haMo’ed 

Monday - Thursday 

April 2nd - 5th      7:00am & 7:45pm 
 

Concluding days: 

Friday, April 6th      9:00am Minchah at 1:00pm, following Kiddush 

        7:00pm  Ma’ariv for Shabbat and the 8th night 

Saturday, April 7th    9:00am  (including Yizkor) 
 
Speaker: In observance of Yom Hashoah, Mr. Mark Schonwetter, a survivor  who was  

hidden in Poland by several courageous non-Jews, will share his experiences. 

 

    Minchah at 1:00pm, following Kiddush 

    8:30pm   Ma’ariv & Havdalah for the conclusion 

  of the holiday 
 

Please wait until 9:00 pm for the Rabbi to transact the return  

of any Hametz that you may have “sold” through him. 
 

 

 

5778   Passover  2018 



CELEBRATING PASSOVER THROUGH SONG 

We see that not only is the festival of this holiday a 

commemoration of what happened over 3000 years ago, 

rather it is as relevant today as it has ever been; just like 

all the other holidays that we celebrate. There is no 

question that the place and event with which most 

associate the singing of special holiday songs is at the 

Seder.  

 

Teaching our children about the story of Pesach is the 

main objective of the Seder , and what better way 

to accomplish this, than through story and song? 

I’ve always said about this holiday, “what would 

Pesach be without joyous singing?” These 

melodies were our first connection with the 

holiday, which is reinforced each year by singing 

mostly the same tunes, and occasionally adding a 

new one.  

 

As we celebrate our Seders and chant our prayers in 

Shul as a Kehillah (congregation), it is my hope and 

prayer that God will bless us all with health, 

“nachas,” and a “ziss’n” melodious Passover 5778. 

 

CHAG KASHER V’SAMEACH! 

In the Passover Haggadah we read,  

“In every generation, one is obligated 

to see oneself as one who personally 

went out of Egypt,” (Bechol Dor 

Vador…). This quote tells us the 

essence of the Jewish 

intergenerational experience to 

connect with the moments of religious 

and national significance in Jewish history.  For this 

holiday in particular, we connect to the  

oppression of the Jewish people, and we  

rekindle the dreams of redemption. 

 

Our religion is unlike any other religion  

or culture. We don’t just commemorate  

past events. We celebrate Passover to  

remember what happened so many years 

ago when we left Egypt. Remembering  

how we became free is just part of the festival. Every 

year, at different times of the year, we go through the 

same things.  We look at the calendar differently now, 

with all the months in a circle. Every year we experience 

the special energies that are associated with that month 

or time of year. So, when we celebrate a holiday, we are 

not just commemorating a past event, but we are reliving 

it through its special energy once again. That energy for 

the month of Nissan is Pesach!  

 

  

       

JOIN THE MINIONS! 

SUPPORT CONGREGATION GESHER 

SHALOM’S DAILY MINYAN 
 

  Morning: Monday - Friday at 7:00 am  

  Evening: Sunday - Thursday at 7:45 pm   





Sisterhood Book Group 
  

Tuesday, March 20th - 1:00 pm 
  

 “The Other Einstein” 

By Marie Benedict 
  

Refreshments will be served. 
  

Chairpersons 

Kathy Grazian  201-592– 0463 

Naomi Altschul  201-568-9274 

The CSI Scholar Fund of the JCC of Fort Lee,  

Sisterhood and ORT are proud to present 
  

IN WORDS AND MUSIC:  

THE STORY OF THE YIDDISH THEATRE 
  

Lecture - Concert by Dr. Diane Cypkin    
  

MONDAY MARCH 12TH 
Refreshments at 12:30 pm followed by speaker at 1:00 pm 

Dr. Diane Cypkin tells - through English narration 

and song - the story of this fascinating theatre by 

singing in Yiddish many of the memorable songs 

written and/or popularized by unforgettable greats 

like Boris Thomashefsky and the contributions 

made by dramatic greats like Jacob P. Adler. 

   

***************************** 
  

We do hope that you enjoyed this year’s Mishloach 

Manot unique gift package that was put together  

and delivered on Purim by our many volunteers.   

If you missed the deadline for being a part of this 

ALL CHARITY PROJECT you may still make a 

donation.  Any size donation would be gratefully 

appreciated.  We are still hard at work tallying the 

final numbers on the financial report of this project 

and so it will be printed in next month’s issue of the 

Messenger.  Thank you to everyone who 

participated. 

  

 ***************************** 

Passover is right around the corner, visit our gift 

shop for your gift-giving needs.  We stock items 

not only for the major holidays but for all 

occasions.  If an item you want isn’t here, we can 

special order it for you.  Do stop and shop! 

Mazal tov to Rabbi Stern and his wife  

Dr. Suzi Rose on the marriage of their son 

Zachary to Rinat Glinert 
 

Mazal tov and best wishes to our  

long time sisterhood member  

Sylvia Leventhal in celebration of  

her 100th birthday 

  ***************************** 
 

On behalf of myself and Sisterhood’s Executive 

Board, I would like to extend our wishes for a sweet 

and healthy Pesach to all.  





Adults and children have very different feelings when 

Passover looms large on the calendar. In many schools, 

Passover coincides with the spring break, so children 

are thrilled with the prospect of no school. Adults on 

the other hand, are often overwhelmed by the prospect 

of cleaning, cooking, shopping and preparing a 

household for the entire week of Passover. In addition, 

often the spiritual and educational aspect of Passover 

goes by the wayside when contemplating family 

gatherings and the emotional issues that often arise. 

How can we take advantage of this incredible 

opportunity to create lasting Jewish memories for our 

children as well as taking a moment to take a breath 

and truly appreciate the beauty of Passover? 

Here are some suggestions and ideas in three areas - 

goals, attitudes, and activities: As adults, our goals may 

be to learn something new, continue long established 

family traditions, connect more deeply to Jewish 

meaning, or, for many, simply surviving! Aside from 

these, what is your ‘Jewish parenting' goal for the 

Passover Seders? What do you want your children to 

gain? 

Some primary goals for your younger children might 

be to give them an exciting and fun Jewish experience, 

to teach them the basics of the Passover story, and to 

develop their appreciation for the value of freedom. For 

older kids, goals could be to include them in 

meaningful discussions that are relatable, to give them 

the feeling of being an important part of the Jewish 

people, and to reinforce family traditions that make the 

Seder memorable for everyone. 

Attitudes 

Remember the time leading up to Passover last year. 

What do you think your kids noticed about your 

attitude and intentions about the holiday? Children 

might not always be able to articulate exactly what we 

want them to, but they do remember the feelings we 

convey. Whether Passover will seem to your kids as a 

highlight of the year to look forward to or another 

Jewish ritual they have to uphold will depend on the 

attitudes they see in you. If you view the holiday 

preparations with excitement rather than anxiety, and 

anticipation rather than dread, your children will 

respond in kind. Certainly, it is important to prepare 

correctly, but if you set your attitude with clear 

intentions of positivity, everything will get done. 

During the year, Jewish life often makes reference to 

sacrifices, terrorism in Israel and community obligations. 

But not on Passover. This is the night that we were taken 

out of slavery and Hashem professed his love for the 

Jewish people. This is a night we are all supposed to 

behave like kings -- a night of hope and redemption. If 

you project these attitudes (even a little bit!), there is no 

doubt that your kids will notice and respond. 

Activities 

If Rabbis who compiled the first Haggadah deliberately 

got the children involved, why shouldn’t we? Instead of 

one person reading the Haggadah while everyone else sits 

silently the entire evening, everyone should participate 

and enjoy. Ask lots of questions (and give prizes or treats 

as incentives). Your children are in, or have been in 

Hebrew School. So much time is spent preparing for 

Passover, it is a shame to waste the Seder on just reading 

the Haggadah. Ask for explanations, even if you know 

the answer already. You just might be surprised at the 

level of insight your children can offer. 

Even more important than asking your kids questions is 

encouraging and rewarding them when they ask good 

questions. The Ma Nishtana, the four questions, is a time 

when questions are provided as well as the answers. 

Instead of just reading them, ask for the answers in a 

more conversational way and make it a discussion rather 

than a lecture or test. 

Fun Ideas for the Seder 

One of the main things we should think about is  how to 

make the Seder fun for the kids. Here are a few ideas. 

1. Prepare props for the plagues (plastic baseballs for hail, 

toy grasshoppers for locusts, sunglasses for darkness, etc) 

2. During Had Gadya, have someone do an animal sound 

effects 

3. Hand out prizes or treats to people who ask or answer 

good questions or who find references to freedom in the 

Haggadah. 

4. Ahead of time, ask the older kids to prepare mock 

news reports that they can give a few times throughout 

the night about the ‘latest happenings' during the Exodus 

of Egypt. 

Passover Seders can be the highlight of the Jewish year. 

Don’t forget that the main Jewish aim is to get the 

children involved in the Seder, asking questions and 

having fun. If you are relaxed, positive and happy, the 

kids will internalize those feelings and remember the 

Seders as events worthy of future celebration rather than 

an obligation. 

Making Passover Meaningful and Fun for the Family 





1  Erika Krauss 

1  Ira Smilovitz 

3  Jacqueline Maier 

4  Eli Josif 

4  Joseph Ofeck 

5  Ann Bloch 

5  Kenneth Eisenstein 

6  Marlin Dickman 

6  Regina Friedman 

8  Nadia Fuentes 

10  Chase Barnett 

11  Bonnie Weisner 

12  Eloise Polinsky 

12  Fred Wolodiger 

14  Jerome Goldfischer 

14  Susan Davis 

15  Jill Rak 

16  Helene Rabin 

16  Joni Rosen 

18  Richard Fasman 

18  David Kessler 

19  Joey Guigliano 

 

 

 

20  Brooke Leon 

22  Erwin Dickman 

22  Stuart Goldsmith 

22  Alex Salit 

23  Marilyn Saposh 

25  Laura Koszer 

26  Marlene Perkal 

27  Jack Reisner 

29  Milton Davis 

29  Leslie Fromkin 

31  Steven Schwalbe 

Celebration Services 
 

Birthdays and anniversaries will be celebrated on 

Saturday, March 24th at the 9:30am service.   
 

MARCH BIRTHDAYS  & ANNIVERSARIES 

23 Kristin & Andrew Schulman 

26 Suzette & Steven Kolitch 

26 Sally & Michael Seymour 

30 Alice & Arnold Grodman 

30 Reva & Walter Strasfeld 

30 Stuart Goldsmith & Jeffrey Gordon 

If your birthday/anniversary is not listed, please call the  

Synagogue office and we will  

update our records. 201-947-1735 

1 Shirley & Marvin Kochansky 

1 Fannie & Shahin Zamanian Rad 

9 Marjorie & Irwin Berger 

11 Nancy & Seymour Green 

14 Nili & Alvin Cohen 

18 Beth & Howard Schefflan 

18 Elaine & Ivan Shore 



The Torah prohibits the ownership of hametz (leaven) during Pesach, a definition of which is perhaps in order at the 

outset: Hametz is anything made from wheat, oats, rye, barley or spelt that has risen (been allowed to bake unsupervised 

for longer than 18 minutes), or that has the potential to be transformed into flour & then baked.  Therefore we must assure 

that we do not possess any hametz in its natural state, any unsupervised, processed foods that may contain even a trace of 

hametz, & food utensils (pots, plates, cutlery) that have had contact with hametz.  

We abide by the Torah’s prohibition on ownership of hametz by consuming such products in advance of Passover, by 

discarding all blatantly hametz foodstuffs (breads, cereals), & finally by arranging for the sale of other hametz (all non-

supervised/non-kosher for Passover, processed products whether they contain grain or not, all non-Passover food utensils, 

& all products whose divestiture would cause us to incur a significant financial loss—liquor, for example) to a non-Jew. 

The transfer, mekhirat hametz, is accomplished by appointing an agent, usually the rabbi, to handle the sale. At the end of 

the holiday, the agent arranges for the reversion of ownership of the now-permitted hametz. If ownership of the hametz 

was not transferred before the holiday, the use of this hametz is prohibited after the holiday as well.  

Since the Torah prohibits the eating of hametz during Pesach, & since many common foods contain some admixture of 

hametz, guidance is necessary when shopping & preparing for Pesach. During the eight days of Pesach, hametz cannot 

lose its identity in an admixture. Therefore, the minutest amount of hametz renders the whole admixture hametz & its use 

on Pesach is prohibited. However, during the rest of the year, hametz follows the normal rules of admixture, i.e. it loses its 

identity in an admixture of one part hametz & sixty parts of non-hametz (batel be-shishim). This affords us the opportunity 

to differentiate between foods purchased before & during Pesach.  

What follows is a general guideline: Prohibited foods include the following: leavened bread, cakes, biscuits, crackers, 

cereal, coffees containing cereal derivatives, wheat, barley, oats, spelt, rye, & all liquids containing ingredients or flavors 

made from grain alcohol.  

Most Ashkenazic authorities have added the following kitniyot to the above list: rice, corn, millet, legumes (beans & peas; 

however, string beans are permitted). Some Ashkenazic authorities permit, while others forbid, the use of legumes in a 

form other than their natural state, for example, corn sweeteners, corn oil, soy oil; however, these, too, like all processed 

foods, must bear a kasher l’Pesach label. Consult your  rabbi for  guidance in the use of these products.  

PERMITTED FOODS:  

A.   The following foods require no kasher l’Pesach label if purchased pr ior  to Pesach: unopened packages or  

containers of natural coffee without cereal additives (However, be aware that coffees produced by General Foods are not 

kosher for Passover unless marked KP); sugar, pure tea (not herbal tea); salt (not iodized); pepper; natural spices; frozen 

fruit juices with no additives; frozen (uncooked) vegetables (for legumes see above); milk. 

B.   The following foods require no kasher l’Pesach label if purchased before or  dur ing Pesach: Fresh fruits & 

vegetables (for legumes see above), eggs. 

C.   The following foods require a kasher l’Pesach label whether purchased before or during Pesach: All baked 

products (matzah, cakes, matzah flour, farfel, matzah meal, & any products containing matzah); canned or bottled fruit 

juices (These juices are often clarified with kitniyot which are not listed among the ingredients. However, if one knows 

there are no such agents, the juice may be purchased prior to Pesach without a kasher l’Pesach label); canned tuna; wine; 

vinegar; liquor; oils; dried fruits; candy; chocolate-flavored milk; ice cream; yogurt & soda; meat; fish. 

D.   The following processed foods (canned, bottled or  frozen), require a kasher l’Pesach label if purchased dur ing 

Pesach: milk, butter, natural juices, processed vegetables, processed fruit, milk products, spices, coffee, tea, meat & fish, 

as well as all foods listed in Category C. 

DETERGENTS: If permitted dur ing the year , powdered & liquid detergents do not require a kasher l’Pesach 

label. 

MEDICINE: Since hametz binders are used in many pills, the following guidelines should be followed: If the 

medicine is required for life-sustaining therapy, it may be used on Pesach. If it is not for life sustaining therapy, some 

authorities permit, while others prohibit. Consult your rabbi. In all cases, capsules are preferable to pills.  

KASHERING OF UTENSILS: The process of kasher ing utensils depends on how the utensils are used. According 

to halakhah, leaven can be purged from a utensil by the same process in which it was absorbed in the utensil –but only if 

the utensil can be kashered, as some utensils cannot be kashered. Therefore, utensils used in cooking are kashered by 

 



boiling, those used in broiling are kashered by fire & heat, & those used only for cold food are kashered by rinsing.  

A.   EARTHENWARE (china, pottery, etc.) may not be kashered. However, fine translucent chinaware which has not 

been used for over a year may be used if scoured & cleaned in hot water. 

B.   METAL (only if wholly made of metal) UTENSILS USED IN FIRE (spit, broiler) must first be thoroughly scrubbed 

& cleansed & then made as hot as possible. Those used for cooking or eating (silverware, pots) must be thoroughly 

scrubbed & cleaned & completely immersed in boiling water. Pots should not be used for a period of at least 24 hours 

between the cleaning & the immersion in boiling water. 

C.   METAL baking utensils cannot be kashered. 

D.   OVENS & RANGES: Every part that comes in contact with food must be thoroughly scrubbed & cleaned. Then, 

oven & range should be heated as hot as possible for a half hour. If there is a broil setting, use it. Self-cleaning ovens 

should be scrubbed & cleaned & then put through the self-cleaning cycle. Continuous cleaning ovens must be kashered in 

the same manner as regular ovens. 

MICROWAVE OVENS, which do not cook the food by means of heat, should be cleaned, & then a cup of water should be 

placed inside. Then the oven should be turned on until the water disappears. A microwave oven that has a browning 

element cannot be kashered for Pesach.  

E.   GLASSWARE: Authorities disagree as to the method for kashering drinking utensils. One opinion requires soaking 

in water for three days, changing the water every 24 hours. The other opinion requires only a thorough scrubbing before 

Pesach, or putting them through a dishwasher. 

F.   GLASS COOKW ARE: There is a difference of opinion as to whether  it may be kashered. One opinion is that it 

must be kashered. After a thorough cleansing, there should be water boiled in them which will overflow the rim. The other 

opinion is that only a thorough cleansing is required. 

G.   GLASS BAKEW ARE, like metal bakeware, may not be kashered. 

H.   DISHWASHER: After not using the machine for a period of 24 hours, run a full cycle with detergent. 

I.   ELECTRICAL APPLIANCES: If the parts that come into contact with hametz are removable, they can be kashered 

in the appropriate way (if metal, follow the rules for metal utensils). If the parts are not removable, the appliance cannot be 

kashered. (All exposed parts should be thoroughly cleaned.) 

J.   TABLES, CLOSETS & COUNTERS, REFRIGERATORS & FREEZERS: If used with hametz, they should be 

thoroughly cleaned & covered, & then they may be used. 

K.   KITCHEN SINK: A metal sink can be kashered by thoroughly cleaning & then pouring boiling water over it. A 

porcelain sink should be cleaned & a sink rack used. If, however, dishes are to be soaked in a porcelain sink, a dish basin 

must be used. 

L.   HAMETZ & NON-PASSOVER UTENSILS: Non-Passover dishes, pots & hametz whose ownership has been 

transferred, should be separated, locked up or covered, & marked in order to prevent accidental use. The entire home 

(offices & cars, too) should be cleaned to remove any accidental presence of hametz, & this may be the origin of 

spring cleaning. When it comes to cleaning the kitchen, it is most practical to first clean out & cover the cabinets 

shelves (after which you place your kasher l’Pesach foods & utensils in/on them) then to clean the refrigerator & 

microwave, the ovens, range & dishwasher, the sink & countertops, & finally the floor. 

It is customary to provide tzedakah in advance of Passover (ma’ot hittim - “money for wheat”) in recognition of the 

increased burden incurred by those who can least afford the additional expenses entailed in preparing for this holiday. 

It is also customary to include some tzedakah along with your Sale of Hametz form both to help defray the cost of 

incentivizing someone to purchase the hametz, & also to provide additional funds for the needy for Passover. 

Bedikat Hametz the search for hametz takes place on Thursday, March 29th. By this time the entire house should be 

ready & the search is more symbolic than actual. To make sure that the blessing is not said in vain, a few pieces of 

bread or crackers are placed throughout the home on napkins before the search is begun. 

The Fast of the First Born (for both men & women), in commemoration of the Israelite first born being spared in the 

Tenth Plague, takes place on Friday morning March 30th, at 7am. The regular weekday morning service is followed 

by a brief study session, which exempts all first born from fasting. light breakfast is served in the synagogue. An 

excuse note will be provided to any student who attends this service & may be late for school. 





Get Well Reggie Feuerstein  

Martha Dawson 

Rabbi Stern 

Roselle & Stanley Schwalbe  

Alana Davis’ Engagement  

Alana Davis’ Engagement  

 

Get Well John Lyden  

DONOR                     IN MEMORY OF 

Donations listed were received in January 

THANK YOU TO OUR SYNAGOGUE CONTRIBUTORS 

DONOR                     IN HONOR OF 

Alice & Arnold Grodman 

Mary & Leo Rettig 

Mary & Leo Rettig   

Steven Schwalbe 

Phyllis & Milton Breit  

Doryne, Milt, Jordan,  

 & Mikey Davis 

Phyllis & Bill Lowe 

Our condolences to . . . 

 

MICHAEL GLANTZ 

On the loss of his beloved father. 

HAROLD GLANTZ 

Nancy & Richard Schiff 

Harry Berzack & Family  

Murray Feit  

Sisterhood  

Florence & Norm Silverberg  

Lucia & Israel Feit  

Lucia & Israel Feit  

Lucia Feit  

Lucia & Israel Feit  

Donald Suss 

Our condolences to . . . 

 

THE FAMILY OF  

BRUCE LAGER  

Our Esteemed Member 

 

Sale of Hametz  

(Please submit no later than March 21, 2018) 
  

I/We authorize Rabbi Kenneth Stern to act as my/our agent to sell all of my/our  

Hametz (food items, cooking utensils, cutlery and crockery) that may be located in  

my/our home(s), office(s) or car(s). 
  

Signature(s) ____________________________________________________________ 

       

Print Name(s) __________________________________________________________ 

  

Address________________________________________________________________ 
  

Please Note: It is customary to accompany this authorization with a donation, which will be used 

to help provide provisions for the poor. Those wishing to do this should enclose a check in any 

amount made payable to: Rabbi’s Discretionary Fund. 



BRIDGE OPTICIANS 
301 Bridge Plaza North 

Fort Lee, NJ 07024 

201-944-6440 
 

 

Harrison L. Rosenberg      

 

Danny Lim     David Mandel     Lila Mordoh 

 

GIFT SHOP 
 

Beautiful gifts to show your love and  
usher in important times of the year 

  

                  Phone 201-947-1735 

 

 

PLACE YOUR  

AD HERE 

 
Call Kathy Grazian 

201-592-0463 



SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY 

Daily Service Times 
 Mon -Thur    7:00am & 7:45pm 
 Friday           7:00am & 7:00pm 
 Saturday       9:30am & Minchah 
 Sunday         9:00am & 7:45pm 

    1           14 Adar 

 
Megillah Reading 
6:30 am 
 
Rabbi’s Class 
10:30 am 
 
 

2           15 Adar 

 
Bible Study    
11:30 am 
 

3            16 Adar 

 
 

4             17 Adar 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

5          18 Adar 

 
CSI Musical 
Lecture 12:30 pm 

6             19 Adar 

 
Sisterhood Board 
Meeting 1:00 pm 

7          20 Adar 
  

 

8          21 Adar   

  
Rabbi’s Class 
10:30 am 
 
On the Road with 
the Rabbi  3:30 
pm 
 
 

9           22 Adar 

 
Bible Study    
11:30 am 
 
Congregational 
Dinner & Musical 
Service 6:00 pm 
 
 
 

10           23 Adar 

 
 

11           24 Adar 

 
DAYLIGHT SAVINGS 

TIME: “SPRING 
FORWARD” 

12           25 Adar 

 
CSI, Sisterhood & 
ORT Musical 
Lecture 12:30 pm 

13           26 Adar 

 
 

14        27 Adar 

 
 

15         28 Adar 

 

16          29 Adar 

 
 
 

 

17          1 Nissan 

 
 

18          2 Nissan  

 
 

19           3 Nissan 

 
 

20           4 Nissan 

 
Sisterhood Book 
Club 1:00 pm 

21        5 Nissan 

 
 

 

22        6 Nissan 

 
Rabbi’s Class 
10:30 am 
 
CSI Musical 
Lecture 12:30 pm 
 

23         7 Nissan 

 
 
 

 

24          8 Nissan 

 
Birthday & 
Anniversary Service 
9:30 am  

25          9 Nissan 

 
 

 

26       10 Nissan 

 
 

27         11 Nissan 

 

  

28       12 Nissan 

 
HEBREW SCHOOL 

CLOSED 
 

 

29        13 Nissan  30         14 Nissan 

 
Feast/Fast of the 
Firstborn  7:00 am 

  

31           15 Nissan 

 
Morning Service 
9:00 am  

MINCHAH 5:15PM 

KI TISSA 

VAYAKHEL - PEKUDE 
PARAH  

MINCHAH 5:15PM 

TZAV/HAGADOL 

MINCHAH 6:45PM 

MINCHAH 6:30PM 

VAYIKRA - HAHODESH  

5:38PM 

6:46PM 

6:53PM 

5:30PM 

MINCHAH 1:00PM 7:00PM 

PURIM 

FIRST SEDER SEARCH FOR CHAMETZ PASSOVER 

ROSH HODESH 
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