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Dear Familg, [Friends, and Fc”ow Congregants,

Slﬂabbat Sl'lalom and welcome to Congregation Gesher 5ha|om. We are
honored that you havcjoincd us toda3 to celebrate Scott’'s Par Mitzvah

ceremong.

This booklet has been Prcparcd as a guidc to familiarize you with our
synagogue and some of the traditions of our Shabbat morning service.

As a sign of respect for (5-d, all men and bogs wear a kiPPa}ﬁ (head
covering> when in our synagogue. At Congregatfon (esher Shalom,

women have the oPtion of wearing a head covering as well.

Jewish men and some women wear a tallit (Prager shawl) cluring the service.
In our synagogue, anyone who reads from the Torah (the handwritten scroll
containing the first section of the Bible-The [ive Books of Moses) or has
a | orah honor must wear a tallit (Prager sl‘lawD. T)‘we eight Fringcs and five
knots remind us to live our lives in a holg manner by Fo”owing the 613
commandments in the Toral’l‘ “Bar Mitzvah” means “age of commandment”.
Today, Scott has the Privilcgc of wearing a tallit for the first time since at
thirteen, he is old enough to accept the resPonsibilities and Privileges of
adulthood in the Jewish religious community. Scott’s tallit is a gipc from his
granc{Parents, Allan and Cﬂnthia [Freeman.

At the conclusion of services, you are all invited into the SOciaI [Hall for a

Kiclclush in honor of Scott’s Bar Mitzvah.

We hoPe to celebrate many more l‘xappg occasions with you.

\/Varm regards,
[ran and Jcrrg Koszcr

The Shabbat morning service consists of four parts. Birkl’lot [HaShachar
and P’sukei 1D’/ imrah (Prcliminarg services), Shacharit (morning service),
the ] orah Service, and the Musaf service (additional service). \We will use
two books during services. | he Siddur (the blue prayer book) and the
C}’xumaslﬁ (the |arge, red book contains reac]ings from the Toralﬁ and the
Fropl‘nets/ﬁa?tara!‘x)‘ The service bcgins at 9:00 and ends at

aPProximatelg 12 noon.

The Torah reading is divided into week!g Portions called “Parshigot”.
Jewish congregations t!ﬁroughout the world read the same Portion on the
same day and in the course of a year, the entire | orahis read. T his week’s
T orah reading is Parshat No’ach and may be found on page 58 in the
Cl’lumasl’u‘ As an }‘nonor, Family, ?ricnc{s, and congregants are called to the
Torah for an a|igah (to recite the blessing before and after ecach T orah
reacling) Aliga}‘n Iitcra”g means “going up or ascend”. Scott will chant the
first two | orah aligot and later will be called to the T orah for the first time
to recite the Hessings before the final aliyalﬁ, the Maftir aliga}']. [He will
conclude the wccklg T orah reac]ing }33 chanting the Maftir aligah. After
the T orah reading, Scott will present his [Drvar T orah, his interpretation of
today’s Toral’l Portion‘ He will then chant the [Haftarah which may be
found on page 65 in the Chumash. The [Haftarah is the concluding
rcaclirxg taken from the book of Froplﬂets. 5cott’s HaFtarah is from the
E)ook of |saiah.

|t is customary to throw candy after Scott finishes the [Jaftarah reacling

and blessfngs to ensure a sweet and gentle transition into adulthood.

At the conclusion of the T orah service, and before the conclucling Musaf/
Additional service, Rabbi Stern will deliver a sermon.
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