Welcome to Alec Ploch’s Bar Mitzvah

This program has been comPilccl to familiarize you with our synagogue

and some of the traditions of the service.

Congregation (Gesher Shalom (T he Bridge of Peace”) is a
conservative/egalitarian synagogue with traditional prayers and rituals.
Toc{ag’s service is a regu!ar Shabbat service with addition of the Bar Mitzvah
ceremony. ]t bcgins at 9:00 and will end at aPProximatclg 12 noon.

As a sign of respect, all men wear a kiPPah (skull caP> when in the synagogue. Women
have the option to wear a head covering as well. Men (ancl some womcm) of the JCWiSl’]
faith wear a tallit or prayer shawl. T he eigl'}t ?ringes and five knots on the corner of the
tallit remind us to live ourlives in a holg manner }33 Fo”owiﬂg the commandments.
Todag as a mark of entering adulthood,
Alec has the Privilege of wearing a tallit for the first time.
Alecs tallitis a ghct from his grandparents) Pen and Carolgn Bloch.

“Bar Mitzvah” means “Agc of the commandment?”. T his clag marks a young man’s
transition into adulthood within the religious community and take part n prayer
services. A boy becomes a Par Mitzvah at the age of 13—

with or without any elaborate ceremony or celebration.

Todag is the first time A!ec will be called up to the Torahﬁthe [Hebrew text of the

Five Books of Moses from the [ebrew Bib]c. Tl’]C Torah is a sacred scroll that is
handwritten bg a sPeCial Ca“igrapher. ]’c is made of Parclﬁment and Pieced together }35

}‘laﬂd onto WOOCICH handles. OUF synagoguc has a number Olc Torah SCFO”S that are

used for different occasions and celebrations.

The Torah reading is divided into wee‘(lg Por’cions called “Parshiyot”, and when read
in Pub]ic it is further divided into smaller sections called “a!iyot”. As an honor, the
congregation calls spcchcic Familg members and friends to the

Torah to recite the Hessing before and after each aliga.



“A]iﬁa” means “ascending”, because the T orahis alwags read on a raised P]atForm

and it also sgmbo]izes the raised spiri’cualitg of nearing the Torah.

Aliyot Blessings
Dr. Benjamirx and Carolgn Bloch, GrandParents
Craig and Rina Bloch) unC]C and Aunt
Jeremy Bloch Brothcr
Acharon: Marc and K aren Bloch, Parents

Maftir: Alec Bloch

A]ec will be called to recite the blessings over the Toralﬁ for the first time at the final
aligah——known as the “Magtir”‘ He will chant the Por‘cion using the traditional troPeHa

series of melodic chants meant to convey the Fcclimgs behind the text.

Alec will then chant the Haxctaral'x.

T]’xc [Haftarahis a concluding readimg from the book of the Frophcts, which were
selected }33 the rabbis of old to complemcnt or dcvelop a subjcct or theme found in

the Torah Potion. Alec’s Halc’carah is from the Book of ]saiah.

T o mark the end of the morning’s formal services, we recite the “Aleinu?, a prayer that
Praises G~cl as the one G~d. ]t looks forward to a time of peace foreseen bg
Zechariah, who Prophesiecl, “the Lord shall reign over the earth.

On that clag, the | ord will be One, and [His name shall be One.

The Mourner's K addish (Prager> is then recited bg those in mourning or who are

acknowlcdging the anniversary of aloved one’s death.

]t affirms cterna]Jus’cice and goodness.

Adon O]am, is the concluding prayer.

S pray
T]’xc b!cssings over the wine and challah are recited
53 Alec and his parents.
We thank you for attending this meaningful service and
Y 3 g
sl‘naring with us thisjogous Clay.

Shabbat Shalom!
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